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SUMMARY OF PROGESS

1. Relevant Background Information:

Tamsin is a now a 4 year 3 month old girl who had a low grade (JPA)
cerebellar tumour removed at around 18 months of age. She was seen for an
initial assessment in May 2005 and for follow up appointments in July 2005
and November 2005. She continues to receive cccupational therapy
intervention at Sydney Children’s Hospital through the Brain Tumour
Rehabilitation Program. She continues to attend preschool and will increase
to 3 days at preschool in 2007, with Kindergarten commencement in 2008.
Her mother requested a further review of her fine motor and prewriting skills,
with particular observation of her hand preference for pencii/scissor tasks.

2, Summary of Progress to date:
Review Assessment {30/7/05})
in regards 1o her upper limb functional notable observations made at this

review assessment included the following:

= Increased spontaneous use of her right upper limb in play.

= Right hand used for operating scissors with developing conirol.

= Continued to indiscriminately select right or left hand to start and finish

tasks.
=  Demonsirated more precise control with left hand when manipulating

pegs and smali pelists.



= Slightly more precise pencil grip with left hand although demonstrated a
digital grasping pattern with her right hand.

«  Developing graater pencil control with drawing. Able to draw a picture of a
person with head (eyes, nose, mouth} and arms and legs

= Continued to appear ‘shaky’ in her hands when completing fine motor
tasks.

Recommendations were made to formally review Tamsin’s upper limb and

fine motor skills at 3 years, specifically investigating hand preference,

bilateral skills and pencil and scissors skills.

Review Assessment {26/11/05);
Tamsin’s fine motor skills were assessed to be in the mildly impaired range

for her age. The following observations were made:

= increased sponianeous use of her left hand for pencilfscissor tasks.

= Immature pencil grasp with both hands.

= Altempt age expected pencil/paper tasks but lack accuracy due fo
poor pencil control.

= Increased accuracy with left hand when manipulating small objects.

= Copying skills age appropriate, although drawings lacked accuracy.

= Used left hand for cufling but unable to complete structured cutting
tasks expected for her age.

3. Cutcomes of Assessiment {2/12/06)}:

Tamsin’s fine motor skilis were reassessed using The Peabody
Developmental Scales — Fine Motor Component. Results on today’s testing
indicate mildly impaired fine motor skills for her age. Specifically she
demonstrated the foliowing: '
»  Greater spontaneous use of left hand for pencil based tasks.
= Preference for cutting with her right hand. Given the bilateral nature of
cutting, Tamsin may find it easier io control the paper with her ieft
hand whilst using her right for cutting.
= Good copying skilis. Tamsin was able to copy shapes expected for
her age, however her accuracy was reduced due to her shakiness.

= Awareness of boundaries for colouring. Tamsin made good attempts
at staying within the lings but her shakiness did resull in reduced

acouracy.
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